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REQUIREMENTS FOR TAMPER-RESISTANT PRESCRIPTIONS

On Saturday, September 29, 2007, President Bush signed the "Extenders Law,"
delaying the implementation date for all paper Medicaid prescriptions to be
written on tamper-resistant paper. Under the new law, as of April 1, 2008, all

_ written Medicaid prescriptions must be on tamper-resistant prescription pads.

e CMS' guidance on the tamper-resistant law, set forth in an August 17, 2007
State Medicaid Director letter, contains two phases. For the first, a prescription
must contain at least one of the three tamper-resistant characteristics in order to
be considered "tamper resistant." For the second, prescriptions must contain all
three characteristics.

o The two-phased approach is still in effect. At least one of the three tamper-
resistant characteristics is required on April 1, 2008. All three characteristics are
required on October 1, 2008.

More information is available at the following link: -
hitp://www.cms.hhs.gov/center/intergovernmental.asp
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www.txdps.state.tx.us/criminal law enforcement/narcotics/LegislativeUpdates.pdf




